
Delaware Valley Earth Science
Society Newsletter

Program: August 11
a presentation by John Sanfacon
on Russian Minerals check out an

article on Pg 14 on John.

President’s Message-  August 2010    by      Grant Elliott
The double Dog days of summer are still with us.  90 degrees+ makes us reminisce about the
halcyon days of last winter.  To those who were hunkered down in this heat wave of ours, you
missed a great picnic and auction at Gerald Feigin’s house.
Great food and lots of auction goodies that you will never now have an opportunity to bid on.  Oh
Well, you have the August 11th meeting to look forward to, which will include a presentation by
John Sanfacon,  if Gary is successful in corralling him.
Stay cool everyone.

BANQUET: Event to take place on October 24  at theth

Mandarin Buffet in Cherry Hill.  Henry Kennedy will
present at our fall banquet regarding cats-eye and other
wondrous gems.  The Buffett includes Chinese,
Japanese, Italian dishes plus a Mongolian cook surface
with cook to order items done your way before your
eyes.  Desserts and beverages included for $14.00. 
Peter and I have been here many times and take our
grandsons to eat their full.  I think you will enjoy the
change of venue.

OTHER BUSINESS: The coffee/tea + creamer/sugar
and refreshments are being devoured the at the general
meetings. It was suggested that a refreshment monetary
contribution cup be present at the refreshment table.

NEXT YEAR’S OFFICERS : We will have to start
thinking about individuals and positions. 

 Show and Tell will take place at September’s meeting.

DVESScapades
escapades: interesting, stimulating, exciting activities and adventures
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Minutes of Our July Jr Rockhounder
Meeting:   We had 2 children at the June
meeting.  We discussed marine life during
the Cambrian period and did a color cut out
model of a trilobate. 2 other children arrived
in time for the adult presentation. I am
expecting 4 new children at the August
meeting. we will be continuing the discussion

 of early marine life and a guest speaker on
the Pangea theory

Mil LeCompte, our Jr Rockhounder
Coordinator    He can be reached at
(856)783-0960    Or
RocksAndBadges@yahoo.com

At the Big Digg some of our WINNERS disappeared without picking up their prizes !!!!!
Alex Laughlin - a small lamp,  Melody Apple - a UV Kit, Joanne Cermele - UV Kit, Aiden
Kolakouski - a small lamp.   If you will please contact the treasure, we will try to remedy the
situation.  (Contact phone/email in the box near end of newsletter. )

Bug Fest
Saturday and Sunday, August 14 and 15, 10 am to 5 pm  The Academy is becoming BEE central
at the third-annual Bug Fest!
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Article copied from the AFMS club Newsletter for all of our edification - the report from the
American Federation of Mineralogical Societies  Conservation and Legislation Committee for
publication in the AFMS Newsletters.  It is very important to keep our members informed of the
changes that are taking place in all of the Regional Federations and also at the National level. 
These changes will have an impact on our ability to collect rocks, minerals and fossils on public
lands.  Stay informed and check with the responsible Land Management Office before collecting
on public lands to be on the safe side.

Here is John's report to the Southwest Federation MS Board of Directors.  May 1, 2010

At present National Forest Service area managers and supervisory personnel are still working to
revise policies regarding recreational activities in National forests with many aspects being
reviewed and modified.  Expanded, more detailed policies are expected to be published and
placed into effect in a few areas later this year, but in many areas it may require several years.
According to published accounts by the Forest Service, “In the interim, the current rockhounding
policy will remain in place”, i.e.: 
(1) Recreational Rockhounding may take place at areas where minerals are loose and

free on the surface, and the activity is not restricted by permit or in an area
designated as closed for this activity.  Mineral collection must be with non-
mechanical equipment and result in no significant ground or stream disturbance. 

(2) Recreational Gold Panning is allowed where minerals are in federal ownership,
using non-mechanized equipment, where no ground disturbance takes place, and
where streams are not designated as closed to this activity.

(3) Metal detectors may only be used with clearance from the area forest manager.

NOTE: Arrow heads, stone tools, and chips left from making them are considered “antiques” and
covered under sub-paragraphs (g) & (h), 36 C, Code of Federal Regulations - Title 36: Parks,
Forests, and Public Property (December, 2005), Chapter II – Forest Service, Department of
Agriculture, Part 261 – Prohibitions, Subpart a - General Prohibitions, and the Antiquities Act of
1906.

The Paleontological Resources Preservation Act is now law and while it only protects and
prevents the collecting of “vertebrate fossils” on federal lands, be aware that most Forest Service
law enforcement officers do not know or care about the difference in fossils.  You should also be
aware that in many areas of the country vertebrate fossils are protected by state laws and
collecting them even on private property is prohibited.

In most areas Forest Service managers leave the issuing of citations up to the discretion of law
enforcement officers and let the courts determine innocence or guilt.  ( PS: Federal judges find in
favor of federal law enforcement officer 95% of the time.)

This space blank - waiting for your article.
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NOTE Come visit DVPS ( Delaware Valley Paelontological Society ) the 4  Thursday of theth

month at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, PA

Yes, folks, it's really gonna happen this time!!!!!
The Mutter Museum's website (http://www.collphyphil.org/MUTTER.ASP) 
is (FINALLY) advertising WEEKEND hours. 
Unless you're keen on running outside every hour or so to feed a parking meter, we can get there
easily on PATCO high speed line and a bus (or walk 10 blocks for you hearty hikers).

Mil - some of the older Juniors might like this, too.
June - would Michael or Kira be interested?
Admission    General Admission (Ages 18-64): $14   Children (Ages 6-17): $10
Senior Citizens (Age 65+): $10 

If 10 people go as a group, the price is $10 each.
Street address   19 South 22nd Street, Philadelphia, PA, 19103. 
Hours of operation   Monday-Friday, 10am-5pm    Saturday & Sunday, 10am-5pm
Let's discuss at the August meeting.  Since we're still doing Field trip-Leader-for-a-Day, I'll lead
this one.   Ann Benson     Special Events Coordinator  

Is this a City in a Fairy Tale?  No, it’s a

piece of Goethite from the Rio Tinto District, Andalusia, Spain.  Measuring a mere 18 cm x 16 cm
x 14 cm, this beauty can be seen at the Univ of Delaware Mineralogical Museum in Newark – and
I know how to get there.   Field trip, anyone?
Ann Benson     Special Events Coordinator  

DVESS Newsletter   August  2010 Page 4 of 21

http://www.collphyphil.org/MUTTER.ASP


This is a publication from which I use frequently articles.  He has an article on our beloved Sterling
Hill mine and Franklin NJ as follows...... ( other things follow later )

Fluorescent Minerals
There is an awesome world of mineral color out there that

many of our Mini Miners have not heard of before. There are
some minerals that look very ordinary and even boring in
ordinary light.  Some would even say that they are ugly.  They
are leaverites (a “leaverite” is a rock or mineral that is so ugly
you “leave ‘er right” where you found it!) But, put these minerals
under an ultraviolet light, and beautiful fluorescent colors jump
out at you.  Bright greens, oranges, white-blue, reds and more
will dance in front of your eyes.

One of the best and most famous localities in the world
for fluorescent minerals is The Sterling Hill mine in Franklin, New
Jersey.  Here you can see a number of samples of the material
that comes from this mine.  In plain daylight, they are white, gray,
and black.  Rather dull and not very interesting, that’s for sure. 
But place these same specimens under an ultraviolet light and
they practically explode with color - bright orange-red and green.

Understanding what happens in a mineral to created
fluorescent colors is a science all by itself.  But here is a very
simplified explanation for you.  Light is energy. Ultraviolet light
has different energy than daylight or light from a light bulb. 
When ultraviolet light energy hits a fluorescent mineral, the

mineral absorbs the energy; it’s a little like a sponge absorbing water.  When the minerals absorb
the energy, this causes
electrons inside the minerals to “jump.”  But the electrons can’t stay there long so they jump back
to where they came from.  When they do, they give off new energy.  You see that new energy as
fluorescent colors.  This is hard to picture, I know.

Not all minerals are fluorescent.  As a matter of fact, most minerals are not fluorescent. 
Some mineral collectors specialize in fluorescent minerals only. Fluorescent mineral displays are
really beautiful.  If you are interested in starting a fluorescent mineral collection, you will need to
buy an ultraviolet light.  There are very expensive ones and there are very reasonable ones.  I
personally use a simple ultraviolet light that is made by the Raytech company.  It costs less than
$100 and is very reliable. It runs on an electrical cord or batteries (which is really helpful when you
want to search for fluorescent minerals in the field).  Of course, if you are very serious about
collecting fluorescent minerals, you will eventually want to purchase a higher quality ultraviolet
light that makes short-wave and long-wave ultraviolet light.  These lights will cost a few hundred
dollars.  See our treasurer’s store, (a great field trip in itself!!)  Or Here is Raytech’s, one
manufacture , website address: www.raytech-ind.com.
Raytech also publishes a good book about fluorescence called The Story of Fluorescence.
This can also be purchased from their website.
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If you go to our website:  www.dvess.org check out   Recent Sterling Hill Images   Sterling Hill
2007 & 2008   You can see more photos of fluorescent minerals and our mine tours
 
check out the mineral of the month from MINI MINERS MONHTLY on the next page.

A joke from an outdoor magazine.

Peter and I went to the Franklin to see “Cleopatra “.  The exhibit was very interesting but not really
just Cleo - more about the archaeology of the time and the area but very interesting.   Editor

Ancient Egyptians slept on pillows made of stone. That's actually what caused many of their 
deaths ................ ..... ...........pillow fights.  ( ha, ha one of the Franklin’s jokes.)

Permission to copy material printed herein, except specifically copyrighted items, is granted,
provided credit is given.    More info later in the newsletter
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NJ museum in Trenton
If Pots Could Speak: A History of Pre-Historic Ceramics from New Jersey  2nd Floor Galleries

through August 1, 2010.
Fossil Mysteries: Investigating the Prehistoric  On extended view in the Auditorium Galleries.  
Trenton: Crucial Crossroads  On extended view in the Auditorium Alcove Gallery.  
The Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey  On extended view in the Museum Galleries in the
Department of State Building.
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The above article and the following page is also DD Publications.

SPACE AVAILABLE FOR YOUR ARTICLE !!!!
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UPCOMING SHOWS if you want to travel a bit:

Aug: 7 - 8: 60th Annual Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral
Society of Washington, C. Stone Ridge School, 9101 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD.
See coupon further on in the newsletter.

7-8: 40th Annual Mid-State Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the Water-Oak Gem &
Mineral Society.  Mt. Merici School, Waterville, ME

13-15: East Coast Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show, Better Living Center at Eastern States
Exposition, 1305 Memorial Ave., West Springfield MA. Speakers, 200 dealers. 10
am to 7 pm Friday and Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm Sunday. Featured exhibitor Bill
Larson of Pala International. Adults and Seniors $6.00, under 12 free. Parking fee
$5.00 daily. No pets other than service dogs. 

21-22: Gemboree 2010 sponsored by the Blue Grass Gem & Mineral Society. Lexington
Convention Center, Lexington, KY.

21-22: 44th Annual Rock & Mineral Show sponsored by the St. Lawrence Co. Rock &
Mineral Club. Madrid, NY (NEW LOCATION), near Canton, NY.

Sept 4 – 5: 21st Annual Rockhounder’s Gem & Mineral Show sponsored by the Kennebec Rock
& Minerals Club. National Guard Armory, Augusta, ME.

18-19: Central Pennsylvania Rock & Mineral Show sponsored by the Central PA Rock &
Mineral Club.  Zembo Shrine, Harrisburg, PA.

18-19:  41st Annual Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show and Sale sponsored by the Mid-Hudson
Valley Gem & Mineral Society. Dutchess Co. Fairgrounds, Rhinebeck, NY

25-26: 46th Annual Atlantic Coast Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show hosted by the Gem
Cutters Guild of Baltimore. Howard County Fairgrounds, West Friendship, MD.

Oct 1 – 3: Annual Desautels Micromount Symposium hosted by the Baltimore Mineral Society.
MHA Conference Center, Elkridge, MD. Registration and information:
<cscrystals2@verizon.net>

1 – 3: 33rd Annual Gem, Mineral & Faceters Show sponsored by the Gaston Gem, Mineral
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& Faceters Club. Gaston County Park, Dallas, NC
16-17: 12th Annual Mineral Show & Sale sponsored by the Fulton Co. Mineral Club.

Johnstown Moose Lodge, Rt. 30A; Johnstown, NY.
23-24: Rhode Island Mineral Hunters Annual Show sponsored by Rhode Island Mineral

Hunters. CCRI Knight Campus, Warwick, RI.
23-24: 41st Annual Rochester Gem, Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil Show sponsored by the

Rochester Academy of Science Mineral Section and Rochester Lapidary Society.
Monroe Co. Fair & Expo Center, Henrietta, NY

Nov 6 - 7: Gemarama 2010 sponsored by the Tuscarora Lapidary Society. CFS, The School at
Church Farm, Exton, PA.

20-21: 44th Annual Gem, Mineral, Jewelry, Bead & Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem &
Mineral Society of the Palm Beaches. Americraft Expo Center East; West Palm
Beach, FL

This coupon can be printed out as many times as you want to use.
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DVESS MEETING LOCATION :  Centenary United Methodist Church, 151 South White Horse
Pike, (route 30) in Berlin, 856-767-3881 or 856-767-7453
DIRECTIONS:
From Atco (west-bound), after the traffic light at Taunton Ave.  (Rite Aid drugstore on the left), the
church is about the 3rd building on the right; turn into the first driveway.  If you miss it, pass by the
church and turn Right onto Broad St. (at the Berlin Diner) then turn Right into the parking lot of the
Baptist Church and go straight all the way - the parking lots of both churches connect.
From Rt. 73 in Marlton: head East (South) on Rt. 73. As you enter Berlin, you will pass Wal-Mart
(on the left) and a shopping center (on the right) with Shop Rite and Staples.  Get into the Right
"Exit Only" lane and follow the signs for Cross Keys Rd. At the intersection of Cross Keys Rd. and
the White Horse Pike (Rt. 30) turn LEFT.  At the next  intersection (Broad St.) continue straight
past the Berlin Diner and SPEEDY MART on your left; pass by 2 or 3 white storefronts on the left
then see the big white church with red front doors on your left.  Pass in front of the church and
turn into the driveway on the far side. Education Building is behind the church.
From Lindenwold or Clementon on the White Horse Pike (east-bound):  As you enter Berlin
business district, you will pass through the traffic light at Cross Keys Rd. (CVS Pharmacy on right
corner). Follow highlighted directions above.
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Regular members are entitled to participate in all DVESS activities.  Sponsoring members are
entitled to the same plus a specially chosen mineral specimen.  Dues are renewable each year in
January.  Membership rates for the Society:
Regular Membership:
$15.00 for the 1  family member + $5.00 for each additional family memberst

$10.00 for the 1  Senior ( 65+ ) member + $5.00 for each additional family memberst

Sponsoring Memberships ( each additional family member - $5.00 ):
“Silver”   $50.00 for 1  family member  - receive a Geode Specimenst

“Gold”   $75.00  for 1  family member  - receive a Native Gold Specimenst

“Platinum” $100  for 1  family member  - receive a Premium Specimenst

SOCIETY INFORMATION
The Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc., ( DVESS ),  a non-profit organization, was
founded in 1956 and incorporated in the state of New Jersey in 1957.  
The Society:
 * promotes interest , knowledge and the development of skills in the “earth sciences”.  These

interests include mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary arts, archeology and local preservation.
 * supports the conservation of natural resources, advocates the availability of collecting sites

and maintains close contact with those in the academic field.
 * is a member club of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

( http://www.AmFed.org/EFMLS )
MEETINGS
The Society meets the 2   Wednesday of each month throughout the year at Centenary Unitednd

Methodist Church, 151 South White Horse Pike, (route 30) in Berlin

Editor’s Notes:  Editor is not responsible for authenticity of information in any articles submitted for
publication. Nor are the opinions expressed in the “DVESScapades” necessarily those of the
officers of the Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc., and/or the editor.

To submit an article for publication in the DVESScapades contact the Newsletter Editor.
decuzzic@comcast.net, or Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Inc., DVESS, P O Box 372
Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052 or  DVESS Website: http://www.dvess.org 
garyskyrock@comcast.net
Our newsletter goes out solely by email (a major cost savings and quick delivery solution ).
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This space left blank for your article,     PLEASE !!!! 

AFMS CODE OF ETHICS (American Federation of Mineralogical Societies)

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land 
without the owner’s permission.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will 
observe them.

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.
I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely 

extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can reasonably  

use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and

will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.  (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 

collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, 

any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected
for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct 

myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds
everywhere.

DVESS Directory 2010 President Grant Elliott  856-728-1731
gle@verizon.net

1  Vice President Lou Detofsky “Doc Rock”st 2  Vice President Jonathan Feigin nd

Jr. Rockhound Coordinator    Mil LeCompte
856-783-0969  
works-in-faith@comcast.net

Recording Secretary   Richard Murray
bearich@snip.net 

Website Coordinator    Terry Wilson 
609-714-1309   terry@dvess.org 

Special Events Coordinator   Ann Lynne
Benson        856-783-0969  
SeleniteQueen@gmail.com 

Treasurer,  Program Chair Gary Weinstein 
   856-234-0708  -  home

856-795-5077  -  work 
garyskyrock@hotmail.com 

DVESS Newsletter Editor, Membership Chair
Carol De Cuzzi    
856-428-0621  - home
decuzzic@comcast.net or
DVESS@int-pro.com 
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The Dvess puzzle of the month by Ed Loveland, Puzzle maker to the DVESScapades for many
great years, and well appreciated, is attached in a separate PDF file for the month.

DVESS Newsletter   August  2010 Page 18 of 21



DVESS Newsletter   August  2010 Page 19 of 21



Membership Form   start w/ first family member (designated as head of family)

First Name:   ___________________________ Last Name:  ___________________________

Address:     ____________________________ City:  _________________________________

State:          ____________________________ ZIP+4   _______________________________ 

Phone:        ____________________________  Email:  _______________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________ Profession, School or Major Work
_____________________________________

Okay to let other members see your email and
other orange-starred information(on website)?

Okay to share    _______
Do NOT share   _______

Newsletter Delivery ONLY via e-mail Email    _______________________________

Type of membership Regular Membership:
$15.00 for the 1  family member + $5.00 forst

each additional family member
$10.00 for the 1  Senior ( 65+ ) member +st

$5.00 for  each additional family member
Dues are collected on a calendar year Jan to
Dec, no pro-rata rates

additional family members to be registered w/
above member

First Name: ___________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_______________________________

additional family members to be registered

w/ above member
First Name:_____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_________________________________
First Name: ____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

________________________________
First Name: ____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_________________________________
additional members on another paper if needed

Sponsoring Memberships ( each additional family member - $5.00 ):
“Silver”   $50.00 for 1  family member  - receive a Geode Specimenst

“Gold”   $75.00  for 1  family member  - receive a Native Gold Specimenst

“Platinum” $100  for 1  family member  - receive a Premium Specimenst

Interests: Minerals ___  Fossils ___ Lapidary ___   Collecting ____   Museum Trips ____
Trotter ___ Sterling Hill ___ other, please list ________________________

How did you learn of DVESS? ______________________________________________________

Other clubs you belong to __________________________________________________________

Comments _____________________________________________________________________

What NON-DVESS interests or hobbies do you have?  Would you be willing to share with our
members?  _____________________________________________________________________

Look for new application form   new design coming soon.
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Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. ( DVESS ) 

P.O. Box 372

Maple Shade, N.J. 08052 

DVESS W ebsite : http://www.dvess.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.dvess.org
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