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Next Meeting:  January 9th 

 

7:00 pm   Junior Rockhounds class and adult social hour 

8:00 pm   Program:  Dr. Kenneth Lacovara on "Why Dinosaurs Matter"  

  

Dr. Lacovara is the founding Dean of the School of Earth 

& Environment and founding Director of the Jean and Ric 

Edelman Fossil Park of Rowan University.  He is best 

known for his discovery of the giant plant-eating dinosaur 

Dreadnoughtus. 

 

 
 

Meeting location: Education Bldg. behind Centenary 

United Methodist Church, 149 South White Horse Pike, 

Berlin NJ 08009  
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President’s Corner:  
 

I hope everyone had an excellent holiday break.  We welcome 2019 and hope to continue 

exploring new and interesting field trips, as long as the weather cooperates.  With the winter 

months upon us now and we will limit our trips to museums, exhibits and presenters.  If you 

have any recommendations please submit them to any club officer.  If you would be interested 

in organizing an outing please let us know.  We gladly take volunteers to lead trips.   

2019  DVESS Executive Board Officers as follows: 

 President – Mark Leipert 

 Vice President – Ann Benson 

 Treasurer – Jim Brennan 

 Secretary – Amy Simpson 

Dues:  Due are due after January 1st.  The base fee is $20.00, while each additional member 

from a family still remains at $5.00.  Senior citizens are only $10.00 for the year. 

January 9, 2019 Special Program:  Dr. Kenneth Lacovara will be speaking at our meeting on 

“Why Dinosaurs Matter” as well as an update on the Edelman Fossil Park.  Ken is a world 

renowned Paleontologist for discovering the Dreadnoughtus shrani, the world’s largest 

dinosaur from Patagonia, Argentina.  He is the founding dean of the School of Earth & 

Environment and director of the Jean & Ric Edelman Fossil Park.  Ken is also author of Ken 

Lacovara’s TED Talk – Why Dinosaurs Matter.  This will be an interesting program and we would 

like to see everyone out to support this event.  Light refreshments will be served.  
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 January 26th 2019:  Rutgers’s Geology Open House:  Is always held on the last Saturday in 

January.  There will be mineral sales and lectures and fun activities for kids at the Geology 

Museum.  More details in events section of this newsletter. 

March 2nd and 3rd 2019:  Paleopalooza at Academy of Natural Sciences at Drexel: Plenty of 

activities for kids of all ages, lectures, displays and hands-on activities. Stay tuned for more 

details. 

Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair on March 30th and 31st at the LuLu Temple in Plymouth 

Meeting, PA on 5140 Butler Pike:  There will be fossils, minerals, gems, speakers and exhibits! 

Kid’s activities include a fossil dig and a kid’s mineral corner, Boy Scout merit badge 

information, door prizes and food.   

Mark Leipert, President 

 

 

 

 

Quote of the Month: 

 

Dinosaurs were finely tuned marvels of evolutionary adaptation. Old as they are, 

they are supremely relevant today. To study them is to be astounded by their 

physical virtuosity—and to gain valuable insights about endeavors as varied as 

flight, industrial design, and locomotion.  Kenneth Lacovara 

 
 

 

 

 

  
Please remember to 

pay your 2019 dues 
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Photos    2018 Holiday party                     by Jim Brennan 
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News 
 

How a South African shepherd found a dinosaur graveyard 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46511196 

Anak Krakatau: Indonesian volcano's dramatic collapse 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46707731 

 

Links 
 

A Gigantic, Exceptionally Complete Titanosaurian Sauropod Dinosaur from Southern Patagonia, 

Argentina https://www.nature.com/articles/srep06196 

Dreadnoughtus schrani 3D PDF images - Lacovara et al., 2014, A Gigantic, Exceptionally Complete 

Titanosaurian Sauropod Dinosaur from Southern Patagonia, Argentina, Scientific Reports 

https://figshare.com/articles/Dreadnoughtus_schrani_3D_PDF_images_Lacovara_et_al_2014_A_Giganti

c_Exceptionally_Complete_Titanosaurian_Sauropod_Dinosaur_from_Southern_Patagonia_Argentina_Sc

ientific_Reports_/1130885 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-46511196
https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-46707731
https://www.nature.com/articles/srep06196
https://figshare.com/articles/Dreadnoughtus_schrani_3D_PDF_images_Lacovara_et_al_2014_A_Gigantic_Exceptionally_Complete_Titanosaurian_Sauropod_Dinosaur_from_Southern_Patagonia_Argentina_Scientific_Reports_/1130885
https://figshare.com/articles/Dreadnoughtus_schrani_3D_PDF_images_Lacovara_et_al_2014_A_Gigantic_Exceptionally_Complete_Titanosaurian_Sauropod_Dinosaur_from_Southern_Patagonia_Argentina_Scientific_Reports_/1130885
https://figshare.com/articles/Dreadnoughtus_schrani_3D_PDF_images_Lacovara_et_al_2014_A_Gigantic_Exceptionally_Complete_Titanosaurian_Sauropod_Dinosaur_from_Southern_Patagonia_Argentina_Scientific_Reports_/1130885
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Shows and Events  
 

January 2019 

Rutgers Geology Museum 51st Open House,  Saturday,  January 26, 2019.   

A DAY OF POLAR-THEMED ACTIVITIES! 

Presentations in Scott Hall Room 123 

10:00 am to 11:00 am 

“The Antarctic Search for Meteorites:  Planetary Science at the Coldest Place 

on Earth” 

Presented by Dr. Juliane Gross, Rutgers University, Department of Earth and 

Planetary Sciences 

11:30 am to 12:30 pm 

“Unraveling the Mysteries of Glacier Movement” 

Presented by Dr. Lucas Zoet, University of Wisconsin, Madison, Department of Geoscience 

2:00 pm to 3:00 pm 

“Meltdown in the Arctic: A Perspective from the Greenland Ice Sheet” 

Presented by Dr. Åsa Rennermalm, Rutgers University, Department of Geography 

Mineral Sale - Scott Hall Room 135, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Credit cards, cash and checks now accepted. Sales tax applied to all purchases unless tax-exempt 

status is provided. 

 Rock and mineral identification – Scott Hall, 11:00am to 2:00 pm 

 Crafts and educational activities for kids (all ages) – Geology Museum, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

 Activity Tables & Displays by Partner Organizations – Geology Museum, 11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Hands-on activity sessions for kids (ages 8+) in Scott Hall 

CART Captioning Services will be available for all RUGM lectures.  

https://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu/museum-events/annual-open-house 

https://geologymuseum.rutgers.edu/museum-events/annual-open-house


 

 DVESS Newsletter January 2019 8 

March 2019 

March 2-3:  Paleopalooza at Academy of Natural Sciences at Drexel - Every year, the Academy 

celebrates all things prehistoric during Paleopalooza, a two-day festival of fossils.  Free for members or 

with general admission. Save $2 when you purchase tickets online.  https://ansp.org/programs-and-

events/festivals/paleopalooza/ 

 

March 2-3:  Wilmington, DE - The Delaware Mineralogical Society, Inc. will hold its 56th Annual Earth 

Science Gem and Mineral Show at DoubleTree by Hilton; 4727 Concord Pike (Rt-202); Wilmington, 

Delaware 19803.  Saturday 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday 11 am till 5 pm. The show features educational 

exhibits of mineral, lapidary and fossil specimens, displays from regional and university museums, a 

roster of fine dealers of minerals, fossils, gems, jewelry and lapidary supplies, door prizes, 

demonstrations of gem cutting and polishing and a children's table, where youngsters may purchase 

inexpensive mineral and fossil specimens.  Admission is $6.00, $5.00 for seniors, $4.00 for youngsters 

between 12 and 16, and free for children under 12 and scouts in uniform when accompanied by an 

adult. 

 

March 8-9:  Leidy Micromount Symposium.  Study and explore mineral specimens enhanced by 

magnification through the microscope.  Advent Lutheran Church, 45 Worthington Mill Rd., Richboro, 

Pa.  18954.  Table Space: $20 for two days.  Contact: Don McAlarnen - (610)  584- 1364;  

donmcalarnen@outlook.com 

 

March 30-31:  Plymouth Meeting, Pa. - The Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and The Delaware Valley 

Paleontological Society present "Mineral Treasures and Fossil Fair" a joint show and sale at the Lu Lu 

Temple, 5140 Butler Pike.  Saturday hours: 10 am to 5 pm.  Sunday hours 10 am to 4 pm.  The show will 

feature fossils, minerals, gems, speakers, and exhibits.  Learning activities include a Fossil Dig and a Kid's 

Mineral Corner.  Food and Door Prizes through out both days.  Admission:  $5.00 for all adults, $1.00 for 

kids under 12.  All uniformed scouts are free.  Information: www.philamineralsociety.org.\ 

 

   

https://ansp.org/programs-and-events/festivals/paleopalooza/
https://ansp.org/programs-and-events/festivals/paleopalooza/
mailto:donmcalarnen@outlook.com
http://www.philamineralsociety.org./
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Membership Information  

Regular memberships are entitled to participate in all DVESS activities.  

 

Regular Membership: 

$20.00 for the 1st family member + $5.00 for each family member 

$10.00 for the 1st Senior (65+ ) member + $5.00 for each family member 

 

Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Information   

The Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. (DVESS), a non-profit organization, was founded in 1956 

and incorporated in the state of New Jersey in 1957.  The Society:  

 promotes interest in, knowledge of, and the development of skills in the “earth sciences.” These 

interests include mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary arts, archeology, and local preservation.  

 supports the conservation of natural resources, advocates the availability of collecting sites, and 

maintains close contact with those in the academic field. 

 is a member club of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

(http://www.AmFed.org/EFMLS) 

 

 

 

 

Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Inc. (DVESS) 

Delaware Valley Earth Science Society 

PO Box 602 

Berlin, NJ 08009-0602 

DVESS Website:  http://www.DVESS.org 

 

http://www.amfed.org/EFMLS
http://www.dvess.org/
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To submit an article or photos for publication in the DVESScapades, contact the Newsletter Editor at 

aquamarinepaisleyorchid@yahoo.com.    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

mailto:aquamarinepaisleyorchid@yahoo.com

