
Delaware Valley Earth Science
Society Newsletter

Program: May 12
will be one from the National
Federation, a DVD’s entitled 

Franklin, NJ vs the World! (Fluorescence )

President’s Message-  by Grant Elliott 

It seems I was star-crossed and managed to miss out on everything in April - From major
house reorganizing the week of our general meeting to contracting a particularly virulent cold virus
just before the STERLING HILL SUPER DIGG event.  My wife has now also caught the bug, so
we now have something to share as we dodder around our reorganized household.

Judy-Lynn Goldberg's Cherry Hill fossils presentation had to be a winner on the 14 .th

I heard from our Treasurer that the DIGG was very successful.  I am certain it's success
was due to the tireless efforts of so many dedicated people.  I regret that I could not be there, but
do look forward to some great stories from everyone.

Report on our Sat fossil trip by Peter & Carol De Cuzzi
We arrived at the appointed time at Gary’s Gem
Garden on Sunday, April  18  for our  fossil searchth

party.  Brrrrr !!!!!  Judy showed all of us what we
were looking for and we discussed again the
method we would use to search today.

After a short ride we all parked, (9 cars).  Took a
little walk with Judy, along a tributary creek,
festooned with shinny three leafed poison ivy (that
eliminated 2 of our number right then and there). 
We then walked into the rapidly running stream in
search of washes, gravel and sand bars to mine for
sharks teeth, small fossil bones etc.  As luck would
have it, Judy made the first find of a small tooth.  At
least one of the search party also made a couple of
finds.

“We” were there about 2 hrs and then with the cold
“we” went our separate ways,  mulling over our new
info.  All had thoughts and dreams of more local
areas to search at future times.  A big THANK YOU to Judy from all of us.

DVESScapades
escapades: interesting, stimulating, exciting activities and adventures
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Minutes of Our April  Jr Rockhounder
Meeting:  

 Badge #1 consists of mineral identification
and making your first collection.

Badges were awarded to successful Juniors.
All Juniors were awarded their presenter their
Jr Federation patches during our regular

 meeting to the applause of our members.

Thanks kind and thanks Mil !! 

Mil LeCompte, our Jr Rockhounder
Coordinator    He can be reached at

(856)783-0960    Or
RocksAndBadges@yahoo.com

The following pages are provided for our juniors  from our mentors DIAMOND DAN.
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DVESS MEETING LOCATION :  Centenary United Methodist Church, 151 South White Horse Pike,
(route 30) in Berlin, 856-767-3881 or 856-767-7453
DIRECTIONS:
From Atco (west-bound), after the traffic light at Taunton Ave. (Rite Aid drugstore on the left), the church is about the
3rd building on the right; turn into the first driveway. If you miss it, pass by the church and turn Right onto Broad St. (at
the Berlin Diner) then turn Right into the parking lot of the Baptist Church and go straight all the way - the parking lots of
both churches connect.
From Rt. 73 in Marlton: head East (South) on Rt. 73. As you enter Berlin, you will pass Wal-Mart (on the left) and a
shopping center (on the right) with Shop Rite and Staples. Get into the Right "Exit Only" lane and follow the signs for
Cross Keys Rd. At the intersection of Cross Keys Rd. and the White Horse Pike (Rt. 30) turn LEFT. At the next
intersection (Broad St.) continue straight past the Berlin Diner and SPEEDY MART on your left; pass by 2 or 3 white
storefronts on the left then see the big white church with red front doors on your left. Pass in front of the church and
turn into the driveway on the far side. Education Building is behind the church.
From Lindenwold or Clementon on the White Horse Pike (east-bound):
As you enter Berlin business district, you will pass through the traffic light at Cross Keys Rd. (CVS Pharmacy on right
corner). Follow highlighted directions above.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Regular members are entitled to participate in all DVESS activities.  Sponsoring members are entitled to
the same plus a specially chosen mineral specimen.  Dues are renewable each year in January. 
Membership rates for the Society:

Regular Membership:
$15.00 for the 1  family member + $5.00 for each additional family memberst

$10.00 for the 1  Senior ( 65+ ) member + $5.00 for each additional family memberst

Sponsoring Memberships ( each additional family member - $5.00 ):
“Silver”   $50.00 for 1  family member  - receive a Geode Specimenst

“Gold”   $75.00  for 1  family member  - receive a Native Gold Specimenst

“Platinum” $100  for 1  family member  - receive a Premium Specimenst

SOCIETY INFORMATION
The Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc., ( DVESS ),  a non-profit organization, was founded in
1956 and incorporated in the state of New Jersey in 1957.  
The Society:
 * promotes interest , knowledge and the development of skills in the “earth sciences”.  These

interests include mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary arts, archeology and local preservation.
 * supports the conservation of natural resources, advocates the availability of collecting sites and

maintains close contact with those in the academic field.
 * is a member club of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies 

( http://www.AmFed.org/EFMLS )

MEETINGS
The Society meets the 2   Wednesday of each month throughout the year at Centenary United Methodistnd

Church, 151 South White Horse Pike, (route 30) in Berlin

Anyone with info for the newsletter please share with me.  You can be published!
Stuff you did in school, on a trip etc.,  see my info below.

Editor’s Notes:  Editor is not responsible for authenticity of information in any articles submitted for publication. Nor are

the opinions expressed in the “DVESScapades” necessarily those of the officers of the Delaware Valley Earth Science

Society, Inc., and/or the editor.

To submit an article for publication in the DVESScapades contact the Newsletter Editor. decuzzic@comcast.net, or

Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Inc., DVESS, P O Box 372 Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052 or  DVESS

W ebsite: http://www.dvess.org  garyskyrock@comcast.net

Our newsletter goes out solely by email (a major cost savings and quick delivery solution ).
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Article from a sister Club News Letter for you to share and enjoy.
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS (American Federation of Mineralogical Societies)

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned 
land without the owner’s permission.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands 
and will observe them.

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to 
collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.
I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.
I will leave all gates as found.
I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely

extinguished before leaving the area.
I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.
I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.
I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.
I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can 

reasonably  use.
I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have 

collected and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.
I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.  (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave

all collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.
I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting 

areas.
I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other 

authorities, any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should
be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific
purposes.

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times 

conduct myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds
everywhere.

DVESS Directory 2010 President Grant Elliott  856-728-1731
gle@verizon.net

1  Vice President Lou Detofsky “Doc Rock”st 2  Vice President Jonathan Feigin nd

Jr. Rockhound Coordinator    Mel LeCompte
856-783-0969  
works-in-faith@comcast.net

Recording Secretary   Richard Murray
bearich@snip.net 

Website Coordinator    Terry Wilson 
609-714-1309   terry@dvess.org 

Special Events Coordinator   Ann Lynne
Benson        856-783-0969  
SeleniteQueen@gmail.com 

Treasurer,  Program Chair Gary Weinstein 
   856-234-0708  -  home

856-795-5077  -  work 
garyskyrock@hotmail.com 

DVESS Newsletter Editor, Membership Chair
Carol De Cuzzi    
856-428-0621  - home
decuzzic@comcast.net or
DVESS@int-pro.com 
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The Dvess puzzle for April by Ed Loveland, Puzzle maker to the DVESScapades for many great
years, and well appreciated, is attached in a separate PDF file for the month.

UPCOMING SHOWS

May 16-17 Berks Mineralogical Society World of Gems & Minerals. Leesport Farmers Market
Banquet Hall, Route 61. Sat 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM, Sun 10:00 Am to 4:00 PM.

June 5 Spring Mineralfest sponsored by the Pennsylvania Earth Sciences Association.
Macungie Memorial Park Building, Macungie, PA. Sat 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM.

June 26-27 5th Annual Nittany Gem and Mineral Show sponsored by Nittany Mineralogical
Society, Inc., at Mt. Nittany Middle School, 656 Brandywine Drive, State College PA
16801, near the Oak Hall exit of US Route 322 east of State College. Vendors of
minerals, lapidary materials, gemstones, jewelry, beads; expert speakers, hands-on
activities, demonstrations, displays, Best of PA mineral specimen contest, club silent
auctions including kids' sections, field trips, good food. Sat 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM,
Sun 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Admission (good for both days) $5.00; seniors and
students $2.00; children 12 and under and scouts in uniform free with an adult.
Please check <http://www.ems.psu.edu/nms/> for details and updates. Contact:
David Glick <xidg@verizon.net>.

 NOTE Come visit DVPS ( Delaware Valley Paelontological Society ) the 4  Thursday of theth

month at the Academy of Natural Sciences in Philadelphia, PA

Transcendent: Toshiko Takaezu in the State Museum Collection  2nd Floor Cityside

Gallery through May 30, 2010.

Hear Our Voices:Selected Works by African-American Women in the State Museum
Collection 2nd Floor Foyer Gallery through June 13, 2010.

Statesmen,Indians, Soldiers, Missionaries and Travelers: The Development of an

Ethnographic Collection  2nd Floor Galleries through August 1, 2010.

In Someone Else's Shoes: A Collection of Native American Footwear from the State
Museum 2nd Floor Galleries through August 1, 2010.

If Pots Could Speak: A History of Pre-Historic Ceramics from New Jersey  2nd Floor Galleries

through August 1, 2010.

Fossil Mysteries: Investigating the Prehistoric  On extended view in the Auditorium
Galleries.  

Trenton: Crucial Crossroads  On extended view in the Auditorium Alcove Gallery.  

The Civil War Flag Collection of New Jersey  On extended view in the Museum Galleries in
the Department of State Building.
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Membership Form   start w/ first family member (head of family)

First Name:   ___________________________ Last Name:  ___________________________

Address:     ____________________________ City:  
_________________________________

State:          ____________________________ ZIP+4:   
_______________________________ 

Phone:        ____________________________  Email:   
_______________________________

Cell Phone:
____________________________

Profession, School or Major Work
_____________________________________

Okay to let other members see your email and
other orange-starred information(on website)?

Okay to share    _______
Do NOT share   _______

Newsletter Delivery ONLY via e-mail Email    _______________________________

Type of membership Regular Membership:
$15.00 for the 1  family member + $5.00 forst

each additional family member
$10.00 for the 1  Senior ( 65+ ) member +st

$5.00 for  each additional family member

Dues are collected on a calendar year Jan to
Dec, no pro-rata rates

additional family members to be registered w/
above member

First Name: 
___________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_______________________________

additional family members to be registered w/
above member

First Name:
_____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_________________________________

First Name:
_____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_________________________________

First Name:
_____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

_________________________________
additional members on another paper if needed

Sponsoring Memberships ( each additional family member - $5.00 ):
“Silver”   $50.00 for 1  family member  - receive a Geode Specimenst

“Gold”   $75.00  for 1  family member  - receive a Native Gold Specimenst

“Platinum” $100  for 1  family member  - receive a Premium Specimenst

Interests: Minerals ___  Fossils ___ Lapidary ___   Collecting ____   Museum Trips ____
Trotter ___ Sterling Hill ___ other, please list ________________________

How did you learn of DVESS? ______________________________________________________

Other clubs you belong to __________________________________________________________

Comments _____________________________________________________________________

What NON-DVESS interests or hobbies do you have?  Would you be willing to share with our
members?  _____________________________________________________________________
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Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. ( DVESS ) 

P.O. Box 372

Maple Shade, N.J. 08052 

DVESS W ebsite : http://www.dvess.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.dvess.org

