
Delaware Valley Earth
Science Society Newsletter

DUES are now due
Program: December 8  

th

7 pm Juniors, 8 pm adults

President’s Message - Grant Elliott 

This will be my last President’s Message for 2010.  Come January 2011, there will be a new
capable person in this illustrious position.  I know who it is, but I will let you find out at the
December Holiday party meeting, pursuant to your approval.  Bring a gift ($10.00 or less) and
receive a goody in return.  Also, bring your secret recipe entree to share with all member
celebrants.  Remember, a good organization runs on it’s belly. We should have lots of surprises
in store for you.  I look forward to seeing you there.

Exec. Board Meeting on Nov. 17, 2010  By Grant Elliott, Pres.& Subs. Rec. Sec.
Executive Board meeting was held at Phil Betancourt’s home and Smithsonian-like repository of
mineral splendors.   We were treated to a guided tour (Admission was free) before our
discussion of business and a wonderful buffet was provided after the meeting (Thank You Mrs.
Betancourt). 

ATTENDANCE: In addition to Phil,  Grant Elliott- President,  Lou Detofsky- 1st VP,  Gary
Weinstein- Treasurer/Program Chair,  Terry Wilson- WebMistress,  AnnLynne Benson- Special
Events Coordinator, and  Val Korszniak- Backup Recording Secretary were present.
Grant gaveled the proceedings to order at 8:43pm and read the minutes from the October 20th
Executive Board meeting.   There were no objections to the contents of the reading.

TREASURER  $235.00 for liability insurance and $134.00 for accident insurance was paid.
At the banquet, 9 of 18 specimens and two T-Shirts were sold.  17 people were in attendance +
speaker + one child.  There was some comments of hucksterism in Henry Kennedy prior to his 
presentation at the banquet.
Discussed bringing 50/50 back at general meetings.

MEMBERSHIP: Carol not present - (due to extreme allergy to dogs)  Nothing discussed.

PROGRAMS: December- Holiday party.  Val will provide a video on “Faces of the Earth”.  Gift
exchange $10.00 or less. 
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Gary is attempting to secure Derek Yoost for a 2011 presentation + Don Miller for a fossil for a
2011 presentation. 
Lou Detofsky volunteered to present a program on “Geology of the Caribbean”

WEBSITE: Terry had nothing to report.

FIELD TRIPS: Ann Benson conducting trip to the Mutter Museum on Saturday December 4th

NEXT YEAR’S OFFICERS : The slate of individuals and positions was confirmed: 
Terry- President,  AnnLynne- 1st VP,  Lou Detofsky- 2nd VP,  Gary- Treasurer, and  Grant-
Secretary.

OTHER BUSINESS: Val initiated a discussion on diminished attendance over the years and the
reasons why.

Meeting adjourned at 9:32pm
NOTE: all members are welcome to attend and insert their 2¢ for the good of the order!!!

    Nov. Jr Rockhounder Meeting:  
No one was in attendance.  I had a n
interactive presentation on bugs and leaves
that I will keep for a later date.

Mil will be back for the Dec meeting.

 Mil LeCompte, Jr Rock Coord. can be reached 
(856)783-0960 Or
RocksAndBadges@yahoo.com

Folks,  Click on this link-  Grant
From: valparint@aol.com
Date: November 24, 2010 5:22:30 AM EST
To: <meteorite-list@meteoritecentral.com
Subject: [meteorite-list] Auroras and meteors
Check this out. Pay close attention around 1:25 and 2:13
 ****    http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/ *****
Paul Swartz> Visit the Archives at   http://www.meteoritecentral.com/mailing-list-archives.html
Meteorite-list mailing list
Meteorite-list@meteoritecentral.com  
http://six.pairlist.net/mailman/listinfo/meteorite-list

This space left blank waiting for your articles and photos !!
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I subscribe to 
and have the right to “borrow” articles from the publication as long as I give proper credit, so,
here is another article.  (Note that it comes out at the end of the month so things are a little
behind.)  This is one such article.

“Welcome back to another fun-packed issue of Mini Miners Monthly.  This issue is dedicated to
“things to keep you busy.”  To start things off, I wish to say “Thank You” for your participation in
Mini Miners Monthly.  In January we start our
5th year!  Mini Miners is only worth creating
because you are interested in reading and using
it every month.

Once again, Thank You!

One of the things that I like best about
minerals is that no matter how much I learn,
there are always new surprises.

While doing some research for a book on
minerals from California, I discovered a really
strange mineral formation.  Take a look at the
picture on the right.  These strange looking
formations are made of the mineral calcite.  The
calcite grew in sand.  The person who found
them calls them “Sand Spikes.”

There’s more about these fascinating
formations in this issue.  Pg 7
It has been brought to our attention that Mini Miners Monthly has had more and more articles to
read and less fun stuff to do.  So, we dedicate this issue to activities.  Word searches, cross
word puzzles, a new mineral game sent in by one of our readers, and more items await you on
the following pages.  If you ever have a game that you have invented, or have any idea that
would make Mini Miners a better publication, please send us an email.  We’d love to publish your
ideas for others to read and share.”

Another article from the Mini Miner Monthly
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AFMS CODE OF ETHICS (American Federation of Mineralogical Societies)

I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land

without the owner’s permission.

I will keep informed on all laws, regulations of rules governing collecting on public lands and will

observe them.

I will to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect.

I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas.

I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind - fences, signs, buildings.

I will leave all gates as found.

I will build fires in designated or safe places only and will be certain they are completely 

extinguished before leaving the area.

I will discard no burning material - matches, cigarettes, etc.

I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock.

I will not contaminate wells, creeks or other water supply.

I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what I can

reasonably use.

I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected

 and will recycle my surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others.

I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P.  (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all 

collecting areas devoid of litter, regardless of how found.

I will cooperate with field trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas.

I will report to my club or Federation officers, Bureau of Land management or other authorities, 

any deposit of petrified wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected 

for the enjoyment of future generations for public educational and scientific purposes.

I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.

I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use “Good Outdoor Manners” and will at all times conduct 

myself in a manner which will add to the stature and Public “image” of rockhounds

everywhere.

DVESS Directory 2010 President Grant Elliott  856-728-1731

gle@verizon.net

1  Vice President Lou Detofsky “Doc Rock”st 2  Vice President Jonathan Feigin nd

Jr. Rockhound Coordinator      Mil LeCompte

  856-783-0969   works-in-faith@comcast.net

         Rocksandbadges@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary   Richard Murray

bearich@snip.net 

Website Coordinator    Terry Wilson 

609-714-1309   terry@dvess.org 

Special Events Dir.   Ann Lynne Benson       

856-783-0969   SeleniteQueen@gmail.com 

Treasurer,  Program Chair

   Gary Weinstein       856-795-5077  -  work 

   856-234-0708  -  home

garyskyrock@hotmail.com 

DVESS News Editor, Member Chair      Carol De

Cuzzi    856-428-0621 - home

 DVESS@int-pro.com  or

 decuzzic@comcast.net
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Membership Form   start w/ first family member (designated as head of family)

First Name:   ___________________________ Last Name:  ___________________________

Address:    
____________________________

City: 
_________________________________

State:         
____________________________

ZIP+4   _______________________________ 

Phone:       
____________________________

 Email:  _______________________________

Cell Phone: ___________________________ Profession, School or Major Work
_____________________________________

Okay to let other members see your email and
other orange-starred information(on website)?

Okay to share    _______
Do NOT share   _______

Newsletter Delivery ONLY via e-mail Email    _______________________________

Type of membership Regular Membership:

$15.00 for the 1  family member + $5.00 forst

each additional family member
$10.00 for the 1  Senior ( 65+ ) member +st

$5.00 for  each additional family member
Dues are collected on a calendar year Jan to
Dec, no pro-rata rates

additional family members to be registered w/
above member

First Name:
___________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

______________________________
_

additional family members to be registered

w/ above member

First Name:_____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

________________________________
_

First Name: ____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

________________________________
First Name: ____________________________
Last Name (only if different from above)

________________________________
_

additional members on another paper if needed

Sponsoring Memberships ( each additional family member - $5.00 ):

“Silver”   $50.00 for 1  family member  - receive a Geode Specimenst

“Gold”   $75.00  for 1  family member  - receive a Native Gold Specimenst

“Platinum” $100  for 1  family member  - receive a Premium Specimenst

Interests: Minerals ___  Fossils ___ Lapidary ___   Collecting ____   Museum Trips ____
Trotter ___ Sterling Hill ___ other, please list ________________________

What NON-DVESS interests or hobbies do you have?  Would you be willing to share with our
members? 
_____________________________________________________________________

Look for new application form   new design coming soon.
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Q: What do you call a dinosaur curse?  A: A Tyrannosaurus hex!  From Richard Jaeger, RMFMS

.
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December 16, 2010 – Fairless Hills, PA – Leidy Microscopical Society Regular
Meeting at the Northminster Presbyterian Church 7:30 PM. The program will be a swap
and sell and silent auction. Members are encouraged to bring in holiday dishes (see the
Leidy Microscopical report) as well as items for the silent auction. Everyone is welcome.

January 29, 2011 – New Brunswick, NJ – Rutgers University Geology Department
open house – mineral sales and lectures. Details will be in the January Rock Chatter.

February 19, 2011 - Upper Marlboro, MD - 21st Annual Mineral, Jewelry & Fossil
Show sponsored by the So. Maryland Rock & Mineral Club. The Show Place Arena,
Upper Marlboro, MD.

March 5-6, 2011 - Newark, DE - 48th Annual Earth Science Gem & Mineral Show
sponsored by the Delaware Mineralogical Society. Delaware Technical & Community
College, Newark, DE.

Permission is hereby granted to reproduce any of the articles in this Newsletter, so long as (1) the
article is reproduced in its entirety, (2) the author of the article is credited, and (3) the source
Rock Chatter is credited.

Attached is a file with an original puzzle by our esteemed puzzle maker Mr. Ed Loveland.

The newsletter is filled with lots of doing things this month for you all to enjoy.
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Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. ( DVESS ) 

P.O. Box 372

Maple Shade, N.J. 08052 

DVESS Website : http://www.dvess.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


