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December 12 Program:  Annual Elections, Gift Exchange & Holiday Party
Elections:  The new slate of officers for 2008 is as follows:


President
Ann Lynne Benson


1st V.P. 
Lou Detofsky

2nd V.P. 
Gerald Feigin

Secretary
Grant Elliot


Treasurer
Gary Weinstein

Gift Exchange: Bring a gift to the December meeting (new or “regifted” as new, $5 - $20)
and receive a gift.  
Holiday Party:  Festivities will continue at PB’s Restaurant, 500 N. Delsea Dr. (Rt. 47) in Glassboro.  From Rowan take Rt. 322 East – away from Rt. 55 – to the “T” intersection at Delsea Drive (Rt. 47); turn Left (North); at the next traffic light; PB’s is on the far right corner.
Join The Fun: Our constitution says that the president gets to APPOINT chairs for various committees.  If you would like to VOLUNTEER (thus avoiding the nasty looks from appointees) we offer on-the-job training in the following fun and somewhat rewarding positions:  
Newsletter Editor, Field Trip Coordinator, Publicity Chair. 
MEETING LOCATION

Westby Hall, at Rowan University on Rt. 322, on the 2nd floor.  There are 2 handicap parking spaces in front of the building and an elevator (enter at the rear of the building).  Members and guests may park in the big lot next to the building (front door of Westby Bldg. faces Rt. 322).

Directions:  From Rt. 55, exit at Mullica Hill/Glassboro Rt. 322; head East toward Glassboro. At the first traffic light, go straight; cross railroad tracks; make the first left into the parking lot; Westby Hall is adjacent to the parking log; enter front of the building and go up the stairs.

From Delsea Drive, Rt. 47, go West on Rt. 322 toward Mullica Hill. As you go through the college campus, notice the buildings on your right.  Westby Hall is the last building on the right before the railroad tracks; pass in front of Westby Hall and turn right into the parking lot. See above for entry directions.


PUBLICITY
It’s sad that so many people – adults, kids, seniors, students, teachers, boy and girl scouts, your neighbors, people that attend your other club(s), your school, church, synagogue, or temple who would be interested in DVESS and the wonderful educational opportunities we offer - are deprived of the pleasure simply because they do not know we exist. The town in which you live, perhaps even your building or condo association, has its own local newspaper. You can bring joy to the lives of others by finding out contact information for your local newspaper, church bulletin, elementary/intermediate and high schools, boy/girl scout troop, etc.  Submit these addresses (email and “snail mail” addresses) to me by email (SeleniteQueen@comcast.net), phone (856-783-0969) or mail them to the DVESS Post Office box (PO Box 372 Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052).  No one can do this for you, so please take 5 minutes to do it for us, and for them.
UPCOMING SPECIAL EVENTS

Annual Club Bus Trip

This year’s destination is the Smithsonian Museums in Washington, DC.  We would like to get an idea of how many members are interested in going. Please email or call any Officer to help us determine if there is enough interest to fill a bus (see end of newsletter for contact information).
ANNOUNCEMENTS
●  RUTGERS 40TH ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE – no charge for admission!!
Sat. Jan 26th - several free lectures, mineral sales / identification, see the Museum’s holdings
ACTIVITY

GROW A CRYSTAL GARDEN - be sure you have an adult supervision
You will need the following articles: 

· a shallow glass bowl 

· broken pieces of porous brick or pumice 

· household ammonia 

· liquid laundry blueing 

· food coloring 

· salt 

Wash the pieces of rock and arrange them in the glass bowl while still wet. In a separate glass container mix 4 tablespoons of water with 4 tablespoons of ammonia. Pour the mixture over the wet rocks making sure to dampen them all. Cover one rock with undiluted blueing and sprinkle the others with food coloring - red, yellow and green, with a drop of blueing added here and there. Now sprinkle 4 tablespoons of salt over all the rocks. 
Within a few hours crystals will begin to form. If you watch closely, you can actually see them grow. After two days, add more water and ammonia mixture and this will start your crystals growing again. The crystals are very fragile and will break if you bump the bowl. With all the colors you have added, you will have a beautiful bowl of crystals. 

UPCOMING SHOWS / ACTIVITIES / 2008

Saturday March 1, 10 am – 6 pm and Sunday, March 2, 11 am – 5 pm

Delaware Mineralogical Society Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show

Delaware Technical & Community College
400 Stanton-Christiana Road
Newark, Delaware  19713

Saturday and Sunday, March 8 & 9, 10 am – 5 pm   
Clifton Gem and Mineral Show  -  Clifton, NJ

Saturday, April 26, 9 AM – 11 PM

STERLING HILL SUPER DIG – like no other in the country!!
Registration begins January 15, 2008 and is LIMITED to 200 people – first come, first served

(walk-ins are always welcome, but must wait to be processed, so please sign up early)

Featuring: blackout mine tour, upper mill tour AND as ore supplies permit, your chance to own a piece of Sterling history from the last remaining ore on the belt

www.uvworld.org 

April 26, 9 am – 5:30 pm and April 27, 10 am – 5 pm

36th Annual New Jersey Earth Science Association Gem and Mineral Show
Franklin School / Washington Ave., Franklin, NJ

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Regular memberships are entitled to participate in all DVESS activities. 
Sponsoring memberships are entitled to the same plus a specially chosen mineral specimen. Dues are renewable each year in January. Membership rates for the Society:

Regular Membership:

$15.00 for the 1st family member + $5.00 for each family member

$10.00 for the 1st Senior (65+ ) member + $5.00 for each family member

$10.00 for Rowan University Students with College ID

Sponsoring Membership (each additional family member - $5.00):
“Silver” $50.00 for 1st family member – receive a Geode Specimen

“Gold” $75.00 for 1st family member – receive Native Gold Specimen

“Platinum” $100.00 for 1st family member – receive Premium Specimen

SOCIETY INFORMATION
The Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. (DVESS), a non-profit organization, was founded in 1956 and incorporated in the state of New Jersey in 1957.  The Society: 

· promotes interest, knowledge, and the development of skills in the “earth sciences.” These interests include mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary arts, archeology, and local preservation. 

· supports the conservation of natural resources, advocates the availability of collecting sites, and maintains close contact with those in the academic field.

· is a member club of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies (http://www.AmFed.org/EFMLS)


DVESS 2007 Officers & Positions

	President
Jr. Rockhound Coordinator
Gerald Feigin
gfeigin@co.gloucester.nj.us
	1st Vice President
Grant Elliott
(856) 728-1731
gle@verizion.net
	2nd Vice President
Lou Detofsky
“Doc Rock”

	Treasurer
Program Chair
Membership Chair
Gary Weinstein
(856) 234-0708 – Home
(856) 795-5077 – Work
garyskyrock@comcast.net
	Recording Secretary
Mel LeCompte
(856) 783-0969

	Website Coordinator
Terry Wilson
(609) 714-1309
terry@dvess.org


	(your name here)
	Past President
Editor
Special Events Coordinator
Ann Lynne Benson
(856) 783-0969
SeleniteQueen@comcast.net
	DUES ARE DUE
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escapades: interesting, stimulating, exciting activities and adventures








Delaware Valley Earth Science Society Inc. (DVESS)


P.O. Box 372


Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052


DVESS Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.dvess.org" �http://www.dvess.org�








Wednesday January 9, 2008


Topic: “Dinosaur Extraordinaire”


Brian Clark discusses his trips to the Black Hills to dig dinos.








EARLY MEETING NEXT MONTH!!!





NOTICE


Do not assume that any factoid or article


Which you expect to see in this newsletter


Will automatically appear herein;


Dvesscapades is now a


GROUP effort – 


YOU are an integral part of that group.





You may contribute your idea, article or suggestion to the Default Editor at�� HYPERLINK "mailto:SeleniteQueen@Comcast.net" ��SeleniteQueen@Comcast.net�


856-783-0969
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