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Fossil Edition   
(bare bones)

January, 2008
NEXT MEETING:  
Wednesday January 9, 2008

Topic: “Dinosaur Extraordinaire”
Brian Clark discusses his trips to the Black Hills to dig dinos.

Arrive: 7:15 -8:45 pm      Junior Rockhounds: 7:30 pm       Program 8:00 pm
MEETING LOCATION

Westby Hall, at Rowan University on Rt. 322, on the 2nd floor, Room 237.  Members and guests may park in the big lot next to the building (front door of Westby Bldg. faces Rt. 322).  There are 2 handicap parking spaces in front of the building and an elevator (enter at the rear of the building).  
Directions:  From Rt. 55, exit at Mullica Hill/Glassboro Rt. 322; head East toward Glassboro. At the first traffic light, go straight; cross railroad tracks; make the first left into the parking lot; Westby Hall is adjacent to the parking log; enter front of the building and go up the stairs.

From Delsea Drive, Rt. 47, go West on Rt. 322 toward Mullica Hill.  As you go through the college campus, notice the buildings on your right.  Westby Hall is the last building on the right before the railroad tracks; pass in front of Westby Hall and turn right into the parking lot. See above for entry directions.

Congratulations to our new officers for 2008:


President
Ann Lynne Benson


1st V.P. 
Lou Detofsky


2nd V.P. 
Gerald Feigin


Secretary
Grant Elliot


Treasurer
Gary Weinstein

DUES ARE DUE


DUES ARE DUE



DUES ARE DUE



You may pay at the meeting, or send a check to our postal address.
President’s Message


By Ann Lynne Benson
Welcome to the New Year; I hope your holidays were as enjoyable as mine. Mel and I welcomed our newest Pebble Pup on December 3 when my daughter Louise and her husband Kevin presented us with Konrad Harold Slamp who weighed in at a whopping 10 lbs.; we now have enough grandchildren (10) to start our own Club.  Many of you already know Joey who regularly attends our meetings.  I’d like to introduce you to some other members of the DVESS family.  

Welcome to Carol DeCuzzi who will be our new DVESScapades  Editor.  Carol is a math teacher and matriarch of the DeCuzzi Racing family (see www.decuzziracing.com).  I look forward to her putting some meat on the bare bones of the Fossil Edition.
Our “parent” organization is the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies (EFMLS). The Eastern Federation was organized in 1950 to bring about a closer association of Clubs and Societies devoted to the study of the Earth Sciences and the practice of the Lapidary Arts and related crafts in the eastern portion of the United States. Beginning with three "founding" clubs and seven "charter" clubs, the EFMLS has now grown to approximately 150 affiliated clubs and societies with a combined membership of well over 10,000 individuals. The EFMLS – through which we obtain our all-important liability insurance that makes many of our field trips possible - is a member of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies, the umbrella association for the seven regional federations in the United States.  Check out the EFMLS website http://www.amfed.org/efmls.
Here's hoping that 2008 proves to be a healthy, happy and productive one for you and each member of your family.
PUBLICITY INITIATIVE
Please BRING TO THE NEXT MEETING contact information for your local newspapers, synagogue/ church bulletin, boy/girl scout troop, elementary, intermediate and high schools.  If you cannot attend the meeting, submit these (email and “snail mail”) addresses the DVESS Post Office box (PO Box 372 Maple Shade, New Jersey 08052) or email to SeleniteQueen@comcast.net.
ANNUAL BUS TRIP
Due to the price of gas, our trip to the Smithsonian Museums in Washington, DC may not take place.

If you are interested, please contact any Executive Board member. We may rent a van, rather than a bus.
FIELD TRIP

Saturday, April 26, 9 AM – 11 PM

STERLING HILL SUPER DIG – like no other in the country!!

Registration begins January 15, 2008 and is LIMITED to 200 people – first come, first served

(walk-ins are always welcome, but must wait to be processed, so please sign up early)

Featuring: blackout mine tour, upper mill tour AND as ore supplies permit, your chance to own a piece of Sterling history from the last remaining ore on the belt

www.uvworld.org 

UPCOMING SHOWS
Saturday, Jan 26th - RUTGERS UNIVERSITY ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE 

free lectures, mineral sales / identification, see the Museum’s holdings

Saturday, March 1, 10 am – 6 pm and Sunday, March 2, 11 am – 5 pm

Delaware Mineralogical Society Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show

Delaware Technical & Community College
400 Stanton-Christiana Road
Newark, Delaware  19713

Saturday and Sunday, March 8 & 9, 10 am – 5 pm   
Clifton Gem and Mineral Show  -  Clifton, NJ

April 26, 9 am – 5:30 pm and April 27, 10 am – 5 pm

36th Annual New Jersey Earth Science Association Gem and Mineral Show

Franklin School / Washington Ave., Franklin, NJ

UPCOMING MEETINGS

Wednesday February 13, 2008 – Eastern Federation program

Wednesday March 12, 2008 – METEORITES with Bob Summerfield

Geological Time Gets A New Period


By Ann Lynne Benson

If you see the word “Vendian” on a Geological Timescale, cross it out and insert “Ediacaran.”

For the first time in 120 years, Geologists added a new period to the official calendar of Earth’s history.  The Ediacaran, a pre-Cambrian Period that begins at the end of the last ice age (the “Snowball Earth” Cryogenian Period) roughly 600 million years ago, covers about 50 million years of time.  It officially becomes part of the Neoproterozoic, when multi-celled life forms started to take hold on Earth. Many of the new life forms that appeared then were mesh-like organisms probably related to present-day sponges. 

The Ediacaran, an Aboriginal reference to a place where water is present, takes its name from the Ediacara Hills in the Flinders mountain range of south Australia.  This area was designated the boundary stratotype for the Ediacaran by the Terminal Proterozoic Period subcommission (a “boundary stratotype” is a rock sequence and level defined and used as the standard comparison for all other rock sequences of its age.)

The decision was made after a fifteen-year long period of consideration by expert geologists.  The proposal had to pass three balloting stages, first by the International Commission on Stratigraphy’s subcommission on the Proterozoic Period - specifically set up to consider this issue - then by the ICS itself, and finally by the International Union of Geological Sciences (IUGS) which ratified the definition in March.   At each stage, the vote had to be passed by two-thirds of the voting members. 

The alternative name for that period, Vendian, was coined in 1952 by Russian geologist Boris Sokolov.

(adapted from a BBC News article dated May 17, 2004)

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Regular memberships are entitled to participate in all DVESS activities. 
Sponsoring memberships are entitled to the same plus a specially chosen mineral specimen. Dues are renewable each year in January. Membership rates for the Society:

Regular Membership:

$15.00 for the 1st family member + $5.00 for each family member

$10.00 for the 1st Senior (65+ ) member + $5.00 for each family member

$10.00 for Rowan University Students with College ID

Sponsoring Membership (each additional family member - $5.00):
“Silver” $50.00 for 1st family member – receive a Geode Specimen

“Gold” $75.00 for 1st family member – receive Native Gold Specimen

“Platinum” $100.00 for 1st family member – receive Premium Specimen

SOCIETY INFORMATION
The Delaware Valley Earth Science Society, Inc. (DVESS), a non-profit organization, was founded in 1956 and incorporated in the state of New Jersey in 1957.  The Society: 

· promotes interest, knowledge, and the development of skills in the “earth sciences.” These interests include mineralogy, paleontology, lapidary arts, archeology, and local preservation. 

· supports the conservation of natural resources, advocates the availability of collecting sites, and maintains close contact with those in the academic field.

· is a member club of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies (http://www.AmFed.org/EFMLS)


DVESS 2008 Officers & Positions

	President
Ann Lynne Benson
(856) 783-0969
SeleniteQueen@comcast.net
	1st Vice President
Lou Detofsky

“Doc Rock”
	2nd Vice President
Jr. Rockhound Coordinator
Gerald Feigin
gfeigin@co.gloucester.nj.us

	Treasurer
Program Chair
Membership Chair
Gary Weinstein
(856) 234-0708 – Home
(856) 795-5077 – Work
garyskyrock@comcast.net
	Recording Secretary
Grant Elliott
(856) 728-1731
gle@verizion.net

	Website Coordinator
Terry Wilson
(609) 714-1309
terry@dvess.org
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